
 GRETTON 

PRIMARY   

SCHOOL  
 

 

Headteacher: Mr R Woolston BEd (Hons) 

 

 

Thursday 5th January 2023 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

We hope you all had a fantastic Christmas and New Year and firstly we would like to thank everyone 

who sent in cards and gifts before Christmas – they were much appreciated!  

 

We are all looking forward to what promises to be another exciting term with our new topic: ‘Glorious 

Gloucestershire’. Please find attached a topic map, which outlines some of the activities we will be 

covering during the Spring Term.  

 

Many of our routines will remain the same, but I would just like to take the opportunity to remind you 

of these and make you aware of any changes.  

 

Spelling / Multiplication Tests 

 

As per the letter, which was sent out earlier this week, we are changing to a more phonics based 

spelling programme with 5 dedicated 20 minute sessions per week in class. We will be sending home a 

spelling sheet each week to support practice with spellings. We do not need this handed in, but it will 

contain some activities, which may help to support your child. You should not feel obliged to do every 

single activity, but the activities may be helpful in deepening your child’s understanding. We will still 

conduct a weekly test of spellings though a short dictation exercise, usually on a Monday. 

 

The children should know the times table they are on each week – they will progress if they score 

12/12 in the quick-fire test. It is, however, important to keep practising times tables they have 

passed to ensure they remain confident in these too. Each half term, we will have a recap of all of the 

tables and this will determine where they start from in the next block.    

 

We continue to subscribe to ‘Times Tables Rockstars’ which is an excellent resource which can be 

used at home as long as you have an internet connection. Children have had login details previously but 

please do not hesitate to ask if you need any help setting this up.   

 

Number Fun Club 

 

I am running ‘Number Fun’ club this term on a Wednesday after school. Particularly if your child is in 

Year 4 and not fully confident in their times tables up to 12x, please do consider signing your child up. 

I intend the sessions to be fun with songs, games and some iPad use (squash and biscuits will also be 

provided – any contributions of biscuits would be appreciated!) and will hopefully give them a boost to 

becoming more confident in this important area.  
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Reading 

 

The children have shown a good level of enthusiasm for the books in the Oxford Reading Tree 

scheme which are handed out on Fridays each week. Thank you to everyone who has been ensuring 

books are promptly returned by the Wednesday each week – this is very helpful to us and ensures 

they can be sorted before being given out to someone new. 

  

These books are all about ensuring that children have a full understanding of the text and are able to 

read it with a good level of fluency before being moved on. It would be helpful if you can ask them 

questions about the text to check their understanding. Whilst more confident readers may read on 

their own, we would encourage, particularly with these texts, that they are read and discussed with 

an adult.  

 

We would also expect children to be choosing other books to read independently for pleasure, but do 

request that these are chosen from within class as we have classified our class books into different 

levels of difficulty to match the children’s needs. Please do support us with this and let us know if 

your child is bringing home books which you do not feel are matched to their reading level.  

 

Homework 

 

I am sending home a separate sheet with homework activities for the upcoming term. A Dojo point 

will always be given for any attempt at the homework, with more available for particularly good pieces 

of work. If children are repeatedly missing homework, a dojo point may be removed and they may be 

asked to complete it during their own time in school. Maths homework will usually take the form of a 

‘My Maths’ online lesson. You should have login details for this, but please do contact us if you need 

them again or you are unable to access the site for any reason.   

 

PE 

 

PE this term will be on a Thursday. However, PE kits should be in school all the time as the timetable 

can change from time to time for logistical reasons. Please ensure your child has the correct school 

PE kit (see school website for details).  

 

Snacks and Water Bottles 

  

Please ensure your child has a healthy snack for morning and for afternoon break if they wish, which 

they will take out to eat at break time each day. Unless you have specifically requested, I would 

prefer water bottles to be left just outside the classroom on the shelves as this helps to keep our 

learning area less cluttered and avoid spillages! We encourage the children to take their drinks, as 

well as toilet breaks, at playtimes.  

 

If have any questions, please either email the school office or speak to us at the end of the day when 

collecting your children.  

 

Kindest regards, 

 

Mr Bridges   Mrs Fowler 

Class Teacher Teaching Assistant   


